
[Note: Editorial Corrections to Policies 6-001, 6-002, 6-100, 6-101, 6-400, 6-404. February 10, 2017.  The 
substitutions of the term “Academic Advising Center” for the former “University College”, and the term 
“Academic Standards” for the former “Scholastic Standards”, were approved to be made as editorial 
corrections to the designated policies in this proposal, by the Institutional Policy Committee, February 10, 
2017. ] 

****************************************************** 
 
To:  Cathy Anderson, Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs 
  Karen West, Executive Vice President, Board of Trustees 
  Institutional Policy Committee 
 
From:  Beth Howard, Associate Dean, University College 
Date:  January 30, 2017 
 
Subject: Executive Summary - Proposal to change “University College” to “Academic Advising  

Center” 
 
 
University College is a non-degree granting administrative unit of Undergraduate Studies. It was so 
named in 1998 as part of a restructuring of undergraduate academic advising across campus. In part, the 
restructuring sought to: 

“…redefine the role and responsibilities of advisors in the Center and in the colleges, and to 
ensure that students develop a cohesive curriculum that integrates major and general education 
requirements.” (see attachment 1) 

In the years since, University College has provided technological support, training, and ongoing 
professional development opportunities for advisors campus-wide, and coordinated university advising 
programs that impact students across all colleges (Mandatory Advising Programs, PreProfessional 
Advising, Transfer Advising, and support for students experiencing academic difficulty). University 
College provides advising for undeclared or exploratory students, while declared majors work with 
faculty and advisors in their respective degree-granting colleges. 

As indicated in Policy 6-001-III-A-1-b: 

ii. For historical and other reasons, in some instances, as authorized by the cognizant vice 
president, the name "college" is used to refer to a unit of the University which is not an 
academic college and does not have the full authority of an academic college. These currently 
include the "Honors College" (an interdisciplinary teaching program further described below), 
and the "University College" (with student advising and related responsibilities described in 
Policy 6-101). 

We find increasingly, however, that the name “University College” lacks the transparency needed to 
fully serve our target populations and campus partners. Simply put, prospective and current students 
seeking advising services often don’t equate University College with general and exploratory advising. 
Accordingly, we are seeking to change our name to “Academic Advising Center”. Our core functions, 
administrative structure, funding, and reporting lines will not change. The Academic Advising Center and 
its functional areas will continue to serve the constituencies we have always served. The Academic 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-101.php


Advising Center will operate as an administrative subunit of Undergraduate Studies, and will not exist as 
a course-offering unit or appoint any faculty, per Policy 6-101 (3-A-1-e-ii). 

If this change is approved, we would seek to also modify the names of three of our functional areas. Two 
of University College’s functional areas are currently called “centers” (Transfer Center and Major 
Exploration Center). To avoid having a situation where a center exists within a center, we would like to 
designate these as programs. The final requested revision is to change “Scholastic Standards” to 
“Academic Standards”. We have found that many of our students experiencing academic difficulty are 
confused by the current terminology, and that it hampers their ability to access the resources they need 
to get back on track. Collectively, these changes are designed to increase the consistency and clarity of 
our unit. The new nomenclature is presented below.  

Academic Advising Center (currently University College) 
Transfer Program (currently Transfer Center) 

Major Exploration Program (currently Major Exploration Center) 
Academic Standards (currently Scholastic Standards) 

Mandatory Advising Programs 
Peer Advising Program 

PreProfessional Advising 
Advising Technologies 

Curriculum and Assessment 
Advisor Development and Collaboration 

 
If this proposal is approved, references to “University College” in the Regulations Library will need to be 
changed to “Academic Advising Center”, and “Scholastic Standing” changed to “Academic Standing”. 
The needed changes are listed in Attachment 2. 
 
In order to make the transition as smooth as possible, we are proposing to start by introducing the new 
terminology immediately. We want to make sure that those who need us will be able to find us during 
and after the transition. We have developed interim language of “Academic Advising Center (formerly 
known as University College)” to be used in print and e-communications directed towards current 
students and university community to familiarize them with the new names. Any print or e-materials 
directed towards students entering Summer 2017 and thereafter will use new nomenclature. 

 
 

Attachment 1. Proposal for Restructuring Academic Advising for Undergraduates at the University, John 
Francis and Herta Teitelbaum, 1996. 
 
Attachment 2. List of requested edits to the Regulations Library. 



















Attachment 2. Requested Edits to the University of Utah Regulations Library. 

 

Page How many changes Change to 
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-101.php 
 

11 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php 
 

1 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php 
 

11 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-
404.php#readmission 
 

14 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-002.php 
 

1 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-001.php 
 

2 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/guides/academic-
governance/academicAdministrative.php 
 

1 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/guides/academic-
governance/councils-
committees/committeesUniversity.php 
 

1 “University College” to “Academic Advising Center” 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/guides/academic-
governance/councils-
committees/committeesUniversity.php 
 

1 “Scholastic Standards” to “Academic Standards” 
 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php 
 

6 “Scholastic Standards” to “Academic Standards” 
 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-404.php 
 

1 “Scholastic Standards” to “Academic Standards” 
 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-101.php 1 “Scholastic Average Required” to “Academic Average Required” 
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