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Policy 9-8 Rev 9

Date March 17, 1997

Subject: FACULTY REGULATIONS - Chapter VIII - Section 1 through 7 
GRADUATION 

SECTION 1. AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS AND DEGREES 

Certificates, diplomas and degrees may be earned and awarded at the conclusion of each
semester, and regular commencement exercises may be held at the end of each semester.
However, the regular annual commencement shall occur at the end of the spring semester. 

SECTION 2. RESIDENCE WORK REQUIRED 

To receive a baccalaureate degree from the University of Utah, a student must complete at
least 183 credit hours required for graduation, 60 must be upper division work, and at least 45
must be earned in residence. Of the last 45 hours, 30 must be earned in residence. A student
who transfers 138 or more credit hours must earn at least 45 credit hours in residence at the
university. The candidate must have been registered in the university at some time during the
academic year of commencement. Additional credit hours for graduation in excess of 183 may
be required for programs administered by each college upon approval by the dean and faculty
of the college. Such additional requirements for graduation shall be effective in the
semester following the semester in which the notice of such additional requirements and a
brief statement of reasons for the increased requirements are submitted to the Academic
Senate and included in the Academic Senate minutes. 

SECTION 3. SCHOLASTIC AVERAGE REQUIRED 

The grades of each candidate for a baccalaureate degree must be such that his/her
cumulative grade point average is 2.0 or above for the total number of credit hours for which
he/she has been duly registered. Accepted transferred work shall not be considered in
computing the ratio of average grade. 

A minimum cumulative grade of 2.0 will constitute the university standard for all course
work required by the student's major department. A department or college, with the approval
of the appropriate college council and the Academic Senate, may establish grade criteria for
retention or graduation in that department or college which exceed the university minimum
standard. Each department or college shall determine for itself whether its special
standards shall apply for each course required or for an average of all courses required of
its majors. While such special standards can be applied to courses required within or outside
of the major department, they cannot be applied to elective courses. In addition to
establishing minimum grade requirements for its majors, a department or college may also
specify other measures of aptitude or achievement to be used as relevant criteria for
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specify other measures of aptitude or achievement to be used as relevant criteria for
retention or graduation, subject to approval by the appropriate college council and the
Academic Senate. The special requirements for a declared major or for retention and
graduation in the department or college must be announced in the general catalog and in
any brochures distributed for student information. 

SECTION 4. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 

A. Department Major. All new undergraduate students entering the university
should either select a major field of study or indicate that they are undecided.
Students shall complete all liberal education requirements before graduation.
Changes in department majors may be made by filing the requisite forms with the
Center for Academic Advising. 

B. Liberal Education Requirements. All students shall meet liberal education
requirements as prescribed by the Academic Senate and administered by the Liberal
Education Council. Transfer students who have completed courses in the college
of their previous registration that are deemed equivalent to courses in the liberal
education program of the University of Utah will have those courses applied to
the requirements. Transfer students who enter the university from an instate
institution will have completed the liberal education program of the University of
Utah if they have completed the general education program of the college of
their previous registration. 

C. American Institutions Requirement. Utah law establishes as a requirement for
graduation with a baccalaureate degree that students "demonstrate reasonable
understanding of the fundamentals of the history and the principles and form of
government and economic system of the United States as a basis for responsible
citizenship." (Utah Code Annotated, Section 53-1-2.) 

Students may satisfy this requirement by successful completion of one of the
following courses: Economics 274, History 170, or Political Science 110. Upper
division courses certified as equivalent by those departments may be substituted.
Also, a student may challenge any of the courses (see "Credit by Examination,"
University of Utah General Catalog), or take a special examination administered
by the University of Utah Testing Center. 

D. Diversity Requirement 

All undergraduates entering the University of Utah autumn semester of 1995 and
graduating from the University of Utah spring semester 1999 and thereafter will
be required to complete one course approved and designated by the University
Diversity Committee as a qualifying course. (Students who entered the University
before the academic year 1995/96 or who graduate autumn semester 1999 or before
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before the academic year 1995/96 or who graduate autumn semester 1999 or before
will be exempt from the diversity requirement). Criteria for course selection and a
list of approved courses are available in the Office of Undergraduate Studies, 132
Sill Center, 581-3811. 

E. B.A. and B.S. Degree Requirements 

(1) Candidates for the B.A. degree must demonstrate competence in a
foreign language by one of the following means: 

(a) By earning 25 semester hours of credit in one language at
the University of Utah or at another university or college
whose credits in language are satisfactory to the
Department of Languages and are accepted for transfer to
the University of Utah. 

(b) By satisfactory completion of a special examination
administered by the Department of Languages in accordance
with the regulations of the Board of Trustees and of the
Academic Senate and the policies of the Credits and
Admissions Committee of the university. 

(2) Candidates for the B.S. degree must demonstrate competence in
mathematics by one of the following means: 

(a) By earning a passing grade in College Algebra
(Mathematics 105). 

(b) By earning a passing grade in a mathematics course or
mathematics-related course approved by the degree-granting
department and the Department of Mathematics. 

(c) By satisfactory completion of a special examination
administered by the Department of Mathematics in
accordance with the regulations of the Board of Trustees
and of the Academic Senate and the policies of the Credits
and Admissions Committee of the university. 

F. Other Requirements. The university reserves the right to change, at any time,
the requirements for graduation, and every candidate for a degree shall be
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required to comply with such changes as far as the uncompleted portion of his/her
course is affected. 

Students who are not graduated with the class with which they entered shall be
held to the requirements which are applicable to the class with which they
graduate. 

A student may complete more than one department major to qualify for a
baccalaureate degree. The major or majors will be recorded on the student's
record when completed. The credit hour requirements for the second or subsequent
major are determined by the department. 

An additional baccalaureate degree may be earned and awarded upon completion
of the department requirements as well as the general requirements for the
degree. 

G. The University Writing Program Board. The University Writing Program Board
shall be appointed by the director of the University Writing Program with the
approval of the dean of the College of Humanities and the vice president for
academic affairs. The director of the program will chair the board. The director
and the board will be responsible for establishing and maintaining writing
instruction throughout the university by implementing appropriate writing
placement procedures for entering and transfer students, by proposing graduation
requirements to the Academic Senate, and by establishing and monitoring writing
curricula through undergraduate programs. The director, in consultation with
the board, is empowered to recommend appointments and to supervise instructional
personnel according to procedures identified in Faculty Regulations, Chapter V,
Section 9. The director and the board shall also be responsible for periodically
reviewing writing curricula and student performance to amend elements of the
program in cooperation with academic colleges and departments. To facilitate such
review and the maintenance of the program, the director and board may appoint
additional committees. 

SECTION 5. LIMITATIONS UPON ELECTION OF SUBJECTS 

With the exception of the Home Economics Education major, where 80 hours are allowed in
Home Economics subjects, not more than 60 credit hours, including required work, major and
elective, shall be counted from any one department toward graduation with a baccalaureate
degree in the colleges of Business, Education, Humanities, Science, and Social and Behavioral
Science. 

Not more than 36 credit hours of air science, military science, or naval science may be
counted toward a baccalaureate degree. 
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Not more than 45 hours of technological or professional subjects may be counted toward the
degree of Bachelor of Arts. For limitations in extension and correspondence courses, see
Section 8 of this chapter. 

SECTION 6. MAJORS AND MINORS 

Majors and minors shall be designated as follows: department majors, department minors,
interdisciplinary minors, teaching majors, composite teaching majors, and teaching minors. 

A department major is a balanced course of study within a department or in a subject, and
shall range from 36 to 45 credit hours, within which limits the power of requirements shall
rest with the department concerned. Minimum grade requirements shall be governed by
Section 3 of this chapter. 

Any student seeking a baccalaureate degree may take one or more structured minors outside
the student's major department. Completion of a minor shall not be a requirement for
graduation. 

A department minor may be offered by any department with enough undergraduate courses in
its curriculum from which to structure a list of courses totaling not less than 16 credit
hours, including a minimum of 6 upper division credit hours. 

An interdisciplinary minor of not less than 16 credit hours, including a minimum of 6 upper
division credit hours, may be offered by two or more cooperating departments. If the
cooperating departments all belong to the same college, that college shall be responsible
for the organization and administration of the interdisciplinary minor. If the cooperating
departments belong to two or more colleges, the Academic Senate shall be responsible for
approving a plan for the organization and administration of the interdisciplinary minor. 

Upon proper notification that a student has completed the requirements for a minor, the
registrar shall make an appropriate entry of that accomplishment on the student's permanent
record. 

A teaching major is a balanced course of study within a department or subject which is
designed to prepare students to teach the subject in high school. It is otherwise governed by
the same conditions and limitations as the department major. 

An interdepartment composite teaching major is a balanced course within one or more
departments and may be offered either (1) when the major department offers regularly fewer
than 36 credit hours, or (2) when such a combination of courses is desirable. Within such limits
the requirements shall rest with the departments concerned. 
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the requirements shall rest with the departments concerned. 

A teaching minor is a course of study within a department or in a subject designated to
prepare students to teach this subject in high school. This minor shall comprise not less than
18 or more than 30 credit hours, within which limits the power of requirement shall rest
within the department concerned. 

The departments shall specify the requirements of all their majors and minors at the
beginning of the department announcements in the annual catalog. 

Upper division students shall secure approval of their majors from the department
chairpersons and the deans concerned during or before registering for the first semester of
senior work. 

SECTION 7. APPLICATION FOR GRADUATION 

At least two semesters before he/she expects to graduate with a bachelor's degree, each
student must file an application for graduation with the registrar. As soon as practicable
after the application is filed, the registrar's office will make an evaluation of the student's
record in terms of general graduation requirements and prepare a graduation summary. The
original of the summary and a transcript of the student's record will be sent to the applicant
and copies will be sent to the chairperson of the student's major department. 

The department chairperson will use this information, together with the subsequent grade
reports, as a basis for giving final approval of the student's major. Department approval will
be requested by the registrar's office during the applicant's final semester, at which time the
department chairperson will be asked to confirm the student's completion of any
comprehensive examination requirement in the major subject. 

Approved: Academic Senate 3/3/97; Board of Trustees 3/17/97
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