
 
 
 
 
 
 April 1, 2013 
 
TO: Ann Darling 
 Chair, Undergraduate Council 
 
FR: Ed Barbanell 
 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies 
 
RE: Proposed Revision to University Policy 6-101, Sec. 3.H-2: “Department and College Admission 

Criteria” 
 

 
Earlier this year, we completed a major revision to University Policy 6-404 (Undergraduate Admission).  
In doing so, we determined that the one-paragraph section of 6-404 covering “Department and College 
Admission Criteria” really did not belong in the Undergraduate Admission policy and that it should be 
rewritten to better reflect current practices.  In order to expedite approval of the revisions to 6-404, we 
decided that the paragraph in question should be moved to Policy 6-101 (Undergraduate Study and 
Degrees), as section 3.H-2, with the following note pre-pended to it: “As of 2013 this subsection H-2 
(which formerly appeared in Policy 6-404-Sec.6 Rev. 15—Undergraduate Admissions and has been 
moved here to 6-101) is under review for substantial revision. Contact the office of Undergraduate 
Studies for further information.” 
 
A broad-based committee was formed to review/revise this policy; it included representatives from 
Student Affairs (Andrea Roner), University College (Sharon-Aiken Wisnewski), Undergraduate Studies 
(Ed Barbanell), General Counsel’s Office (Robert Payne) and the Credits and Admissions Committee 
(Kevin Perry), as well as the Associate Deans from the colleges that have selective admissions to 
undergraduate majors in their college: Architecture (Keith Bartholomew), Business (Christine Botosan), 
Engineering (James de St. Germain), Fine Arts (Brent Schneider), and Nursing (Gerrie Barnett). 
 
We looked first to potential guidance from other schools, particularly other PAC-12 schools, and 
determined to our satisfaction that the University of Utah is probably alone among them as having 
documented, centralized Policy on this issue.  We next looked to the various structures of the extant 
departmental admissions criteria currently in force here at the University of Utah, to see if there were 
any outliers, and we determined that there is a high degree of structural commonality among them.   
 
Lastly, we reviewed the process by which the various criteria should come into being and change over 
time.  What we determined is that, conceptually and procedurally, changes to departmental admissions 
criteria are akin to changes in major requirements, such that they (1) should be vetted through the 
appropriate college curriculum committee and (2) should implemented and promulgated through the 
existing curricular change process.    
 
Both the existing 6.101.3.H-2 and the proposed revision to it are attached. 
  



Existing 6-101.3.H-2: 
 
Department and College Admission Criteria: 
 
Admission to the University as a freshman student, or as a student with advanced standing, is not to be 
construed as assuring acceptance into a specific department or college of the University. Departments 
or colleges may establish special major admission criteria which differ from the existing general 
requirements for admission and/or maintenance of good standing for the University at large. When such 
criteria apply to an entering freshman, the criteria may consist of measures of aptitude or achievement 
other than high school grades. In cases where an entering freshman student is excluded from a major 
from a particular department or college because of his/her inability to meet such criteria, provisions 
must be made by the department or college concerned to ensure the student a subsequent opportunity 
to meet the criteria. Standards for admission as a major in a department or college for a student with 
advanced standing may include university grade point achievement, in addition to other performance or 
aptitude measures. A department or college may require completion of a specified number of student 
credit hours as one of the criteria for admission as a major. All such criteria must be approved in 
advance by the appropriate college council and the Academic Senate. In the absence of such approved 
special criteria, admission to the University at large shall constitute automatic admission as a major into 
any undergraduate program of study. All special criteria for admission as a major in any department or 
college shall be published in the General Catalog and in any departmental brochures distributed for 
student information. The University reserves the right to change at any time the requirements for 
admission. Unless otherwise provided the effective date of new admission requirements shall be 
determined by the President.  
 
 
 
Proposed revised 6-101.3.H-2: 
 
Department and College Admission: 
 
Admission to the University as an undergraduate student is not to be construed as assuring acceptance 
into a specific department or college of the University. Departments or colleges may establish special 
major admission criteria that differ from the existing general requirements for admission and/or 
maintenance of good standing for the University at large. All such criteria must be approved in advance 
by the appropriate college council. All special criteria for admission as a major in any department or 
college shall be published in the General Catalog and in any applicable materials made available for 
student information.  
    


